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most elaborate system of playing one party against the other, while nominally the chief of that which was in power, that any statesman has ever ventured on. It involved him after 1713 in nothing less than a tissue of duplicity, and yet the foundation of it all was his desire to act on principles of moderation. It caused him even to be impeached as a traitor, while at the same time it did not gain the confidence of those whom he intended to cajole. Whigs and Hanoverians, Tories and Jacobites alike had doubts of his good faith, which were magnified because the whole political atmosphere was thick with distrust. Every politician was in a state of extraordinary apprehension and uncertainty, and every word which was spoken was listened to with suspicion, if not with disbelief. Baron Schutz, who had become the Hanoverian Envoy to London in April 1713, was active, meddlesome, and incredulous, and he had formed the opinion, which coloured his correspondence, that Harley was not sincere in his expressions of fidelity to the Hanoverian succession. " The protestation which the Lord Treasurer himself made to me, that he would take care of our affairs in case of the Queen's death, have little weight with me."1 These impressions, conveyed to the advisers of the Elector and transmitted to him, must undoubtedly have
1 Macpherson Papers, ii. 554 (Schutz toRobethon, I3th February 1714)-